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the shining one was, the word by itself did not de-
clare. He was an asura, a living one; that was
all. Afterwards only, Dyaus became the centre of
mythological stories, while in the ordinary language
it dwindled away, just like Savitrz, the life-giver,
into one of the many traditional and unmeaning
words for sky.

This Dyaus, then, the light, or the illuminator of
the sky, was no doubt, from the very first, pre-
eminently fitted to assume some kind of supremacy
among the other devas or bright beings; and we
know how completely that supremacy was realized
in the Greek Zetis and the Latin Jupiter. In the
Vedic Dyaus, too, we can watch the same tendency;
but it was there counteracted by that tendency in-
herent in almost every Deva to assume a superlative
character.

Dyaus, the sky, is frequently invoked together with
the Earth, and with Tire. For instance (Eig-Veda,
"VI, 51, 5),

6 Dyaus (sky), father, and PHthivi (earth), kind
mother, Agni (fire), brother, ye Vasus, ye bright ones,
have mercy upon us I'

Dyaus, we see, occupies the first place, and so he
does generally in these old invocations. He is con-
stantly called father. For instance (1,191, 6), 'Dyaus
is father, PHthivi, the earth, your mother; Soma, your
brother; Aditi, your sister/ Or again (Rig-Veda, IV,
1, 10), Dyaus, the father, the creator, Dyaush pita
ganita, Zevs -narrip yzvtrrip.

More frequently, however, than by himself, Dyaus
(the sky) is invoked together with PHthivi, the earth;
and the two words, joined together, form a kind of